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Community Advisory Panel

MINUTES

April 12, 2007

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Dofasco – First Floor, Conference Room E

Present: 
Darcy Balak, Dwayne Alexander Brown, Ed Cocchiarella, Michele Gingras, Henri Korie, Steve Herman, Cindy Mercanti, Lorna Moreau, Linda Pickvance, Jean Luc Plante, Andy Sebestyen, Shawn Selway, Pat Thiessen, Steven Toplak, Brian Young

Guest:
Pete Wobschall (Green Venture)

2. Welcome and introductions

3. Presentations:
· Darcy Balak, Jean Luc Plante and Steve Herman (ABP/Sanimax)

Darcy gave a presentation explaining ABP/Sanimax. Sanimax is a Canadian owned company that, in partnership with Rothsay, produces products (eg. bone and blood meal) for the animal food (agri) business therefore diverting potential waste from landfill. The current site on Parkdale is used as a collection site only and has been in operation there since 2004. The company is HACCP certified and the Hamilton site is also moving to this certification. Darcy shared the companies Vision and Values and explained how the processes worked. He invited everyone to check out the company website: http://www.sanimax.com/ for more information.

· Pete Wobschall – Green Venture – has been the EcoHouse manager at Green venture for 6 years

Pete provided information on Pesticide use and Organic Lawn Care. He recommended that we look for products that come from renewable resources including things like blood meal or bone meal for fertilizer. He talked about the group – Hamilton Coalition on Pesticide Issues – HCPI is a group dedicated to the phase-out of non-essential outdoor use of chemical pesticides in the City of Hamilton in a coordinated effort with the community. The goals of the HCPI are to provide information about the health risks from pesticide exposure, provide information on alternatives to chemical pesticides and to gain public health protection through a municipal by-law/policy in the City of Hamilton. Pet noted that there are 127 communities across Canada that ban residential pesticide use. There are a number of key individuals in Hamilton who are working toward such a ban. Green Venture has been offering an educational program regarding pesticide use for 2 years. Pete explained that lawns contribute about 5% of the air pollution in the US as a result of lawn maintenance. Pesticides kill microorganisms, worms and bacteria that are vital to a healthy lawn. He recommended that lawns be kept 2 ½” long in fall and spring and 3” long in summer. Shallow, frequent watering is not good, monitor the lawn and pull weeds as you see them. He suggested corn gluten meal to suppress weeds and crab grass, beet juice extract helps control dandelions and a water and vinegar mix will control weeds on the patio. He recommended over seeding your lawn or use native species and/or mulch instead. Green Venture offers alternatives to pesticides. The city provides a compost giveaway in May.

4. CAP Co-chair – Lorna nominated Pat Thiessen for the CAP co-chair. No one else indicated an interest. Pat accepted the nomination.

5. New Business

Ed explained the event that occurred on the Beach Strip. Between January 31 and February 10, 2007 the very cold weather combined with strong, constant winds caused the coal piles to become freeze dried and dust was blown onto the beach strip. 16 complaints went to the MOE who then contacted Hamilton Steel and Dofasco a week after the incident. Residents didn’t contact the companies until 2 weeks after the incident. Hamilton Steel and Dofasco are working with the MOE and the citizens to identify the area of impact and damages. Because of the unusual weather conditions the normal controls were not effective. Hamilton Steel and Dofasco have hired a consultant and are looking at other ways to improve the coal piles. The coal piles are at their lowest in February. The coal is granulated and all work on the piles stop when the wind is above 25 km/hr. Any runoff from the pile is trapped by a burm and then absorbed into the ground. They also have a buffer zone that is planted with trees and water towers to spray if necessary to reduce wind blown dust.

Lorna and Linda indicated that there were more problems on their properties on January 12 and 13 as well as February 19 and 23. On the morning of February 24 the snow in their backyard was black. They called it in on Monday February 26. This is not the same as in July. In the summer you couldn’t clean the black up. This time the black stuff could be swept up. Lorna has been talking to Gord Forstner but is still not satisfied. She wants more information and transparency with this issue.  

The real time carbon analyzer near Union Gas on Strathearne has not provided any conclusive results but they are still adjusting the calibration. Lorna indicated her observations showed problems worse on weekends. It was suggested that these issues should be brought forward at the Clean Air Hamilton meetings, which is the appropriate venue for this discussion. Next meeting is Monday April 16. MOE indicates that it has had more complaints this year than ever before. Dofasco has not been receiving calls – they have been going directly to the MOE and they have a few years to lay charges if necessary. Clean Air Hamilton will be issuing its annual report as soon as it passes at the city. It should be on the website after June 1.

There was a discussion about the 2008 Upwind/Downwind Conference, February 25 and 26, 2008. It will deal with 2 themes – introduction to air quality as well as climate change and partnership. It will be a 2 day format with speakers as well as a “fair” that will be open to the public. Planning is underway. Speakers will be focusing on green buildings, roofs and design. They expect to bring people from Guelph, London, Halton and Kitchener Waterloo. They hope to develop partnerships with community organizations and will be partnering with Environment Hamilton to provide an evening lecture free to the public.

HAMN update: they are still trying to find a way to provide real time data on their website. It would require considerable costs for both hardware and software. 

The LIDAR workshop will be held on April 25 at the old city hall in Stoney Creek from 9:00 – 3:00.

6. Next Meeting

Date: 

Thursday May 10, 2007 

Place: 
Dofasco first floor conference room F

Topic:
TBA
Reported by Karen Logan
