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Community Advisory Panel

MINUTES

November 9, 2006

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Dofasco – First Floor, Conference Room E

Present: 
Jessica Aird, Ed Cocchiarella, Bill Gair, John Hall, Frank Harrison, Karen Logan, Lorna Moreau, Linda Pickvance, Andy Sebestyen, Shawn Selway, Pat Thiessen, Anne Turner, Jarah West. 

1. Welcome – Bill Gair welcomed everyone. Introductions were made around the table. Bill invited John Hall, RAP coordinator to begin his presentation.

2. Presentation – Hamilton Harbour Remedial Action Plan – John Hall, M.C.I.P., R.P.P.
John provided some history about the Remedial Action Plan and how it got started. In 1985 a report published by the International Joint Commission for the Great Lakes in 1985, identified Hamilton Harbour as an area of concern on the Great Lakes. 2015 is the target date for improvements that would see the harbour removed from the list. The project was divided into 3 stages. Stage 1 – from 1985 to 1992 to identify the conditions of the harbour, Stage 2 – from 1992 to 2002 to identify remedial actions necessary and stage 3 – 2002 to 2015 to implement steps enabling the achievement of reaching the goal to be removed from the list of areas of concern.

Two groups came together to support this work. Bay Area Implementation Team (BAIT) is a group of company and government representatives and Bay Area Restoration Council (BARC) is an incorporated not for profit that monitors the progress of the plan and acts as an information vehicle for citizens.

It has been estimated that pre 1990 $600 million was spent on pollution abatement efforts by local industries including basic upgrades to wastewater treatment and the implementation of a shared sanitary and sewer system. $200 million was spent between 1990 and 2000 and $650 million will be spent between 2000 and 2015. 

John described some of the projects, the challenges and the progress so far including the work in Cootes Paradise, Randle Reef and the naturalization of Windermere Basin and the Heritage tree program. 

There are 3 workshops held annually where scientists and researchers look at any new research and monitoring methods being used. Each workshop focuses on different areas of the plan. John suggested that if anyone was interested in learning more about these workshops they could get information on the website: www.hamiltonharbour.ca.

BARC is currently developing Conservation and Land Management Strategies that look at ways to manage the impact on the area around Niagara Escarpment near Cootes Paradise. 

3. Discussion – Black Fallout in Hamilton

Jarah West works for Environment Hamilton and attended on Brenda Johnson’s behalf. Environment Hamilton sent a letter requesting that all companies label their stacks. The letter was sent to companies as well as politicians in an attempt to find a way that will help identify all stacks. In response, Bill Gair suggested that this is not a viable solution, suitable for all companies and may not be as effective as others because it would depend on the viewer’s position. Many stacks are not accessible and it would be dangerous, expensive and difficult to facilitate. The costs involved for such a project would be better-used addressing pollution issues. There are other ways to identify the stacks including photographs. It was also discussed that the actual stack in question is not as important as the time and characteristics of the incident. Better information on the timing and characteristics of the incident is more important to facilitate an effective investigation. Companies maintain electronic data on all operations and can easily identify issues based only on timelines and records.

Both Linda Pickvance and Lorna Moreau expressed frustration about the inability to identify the substance and source as well as the variability in how the soot is still affecting different residents/locations. This is a serious problem and the residents want a solution. They feel that it is not being taken seriously and are concerned that the MOE report is still not available when it had been promised in September.   

It was suggested that residents might want to get their own consultant, answerable to them, to look at the samples. Brian McCarry originally developed a test to identify carbon black when there were issues on the Beach Strip. Frank Harrison explained that particles of carbon black are so small the cost to sample and test is extraordinary and very specialized so it is important that the sample is not contaminated and collected properly. 

Some residents were not getting called back after complaints. There have been some incidents of communication breakdown. Some calls were not being forwarded to the right person in the companies. Bill Gair stressed that this is being corrected and reminded everyone that it is also important to identify the exact time of the sighting. 

There was some discussion about how the American lawyers got involved and the potential lawsuit they are proposing.

Andy Sebestyen indicated that all HIEA companies monitor their operations and investigate any problems. They are working with HAMN, Clean Air Hamilton and the MOE to solve the problem. Bill Gair suggested that they could look at other ways to identify Dofasco stacks but there are hundred’s of companies not associated with HIEA. How would we deal with this?

HIEA members will follow up with the MOE to find out about the report and when it can be expected. There was concern that this information must be presented in a way that is easily understood by the public.

4. Next Meeting

Date: 

7:00 p.m. January 11, 2006

Place: 
Dofasco – First Floor, Conference Room E

Reported by Karen Logan
