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Community Advisory Panel

MINUTES

October 12, 2006

7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Dofasco – First Floor, Conference Room E

Present: 
Jessica Aird, Marianne Aird, Martha Allen, Ed Cocchiarella, Blessing Eglebor, Frank Harrison, Brenda Johnson, Gord Gilmet, Ian Kirk, Luis Lasso, Karen Logan, Brian McCarry, Lorna Moreau, Linda Pickvance, Andy Sebestyen, Pat Thiessen, Brian Young. 

1. Welcome – Ed Cocchiarella welcomed everyone. Introductions were made around the table. Ed invited Gord Gilmet from VFT to begin his presentation.

2. Presentation – Responsible Care Update – Gord Gilmet
Presentation included aerial photos to give an overview of VFT – its production facilities and their location on Strathearne. Gord explained what Responsible Care is, providing the history and expectations etc. of the program. He encouraged everyone to visit the website – www.ccpa.ca for more information about the program. He then discussed the reverification and public participation in the process. He showed how they have identified 7 areas where VFT could continue to make improvements and what steps have been taken already to begin this process. 

Brenda Johnson asked about possible tours of the facility. VFT does offer tours for their close neighbours but Brenda asked if they would increase the scope of their tours. She also asked that things be explained in plain language. The residents are asking for a key/map of the stacks to help identify them. They are suggesting that there needs to be a system in place - possibly painting numbers on each.

Presentation – Fallout in Hamilton– Ed Cocchiarella
Ed provided a brief update on the timeline of events over the past 2 months including information on wind roses and sampling sites. The MOE has not yet provided their final report on the issue.

Lorna expressed frustration about the inability to identify the substance and source as well as the variability in how the soot is still affecting different residents/locations.

Ed provided information about the fugitive dust workshop being presented by MOE. Linda does not believe this problem can be road dust and Lorna is concerned about the possible health problems it could present.

Jessica asked about using mobile units – the MOE has units with this capability but the cost may be prohibitive. 

Presentation – Methodology for determination – Brian McCarry

Brian explained how in the late 90’s he developed a methodology to determine carbon black in samples as a result of incidences that were occurring then. This methodology enables him to show the difference between industrial pollution and road dust. He explained the need to develop new ways to determine other, different materials in samples. He stressed that sample collection and integrity is key to his research and he prefers to take total responsibility and control of the collection of samples. Many samples he received were compromised, poor or unusable. He explained how the air particulate that has been collected on the filter is weighed to identify particular materials using comprehensive metal samples.  Brian showed charts explaining how he determined that the samples taken in the last few months were not carbon black. There was further discussion around the location and number of monitors and who and what determines these sites.

3. Next Meeting

Date: 

7:00 p.m. November 9, 2006

Place: 
Dofasco – First Floor, Conference Room E

Reported by Karen Logan
